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Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy

  

[1] (September 9, 1828 – November 20, 1910[2]) was a Russian writer who primarily wrote
novels and short stories. Later in life, he also wrote plays and essays. His two most famous
works, the novels War and Peace and Anna Karenina, are acknowledged as two of the greatest
novels of all time and a pinnacle of realist fiction. Tolstoy is equally known for his complicated
and paradoxical persona and for his extreme moralistic and ascetic views, which he adopted
after a moral crisis and spiritual awakening in the 1870s, after which he also became noted as a
moral thinker and social reformer.His literal interpretation of the ethical teachings of Jesus,
centering on the Sermon on the Mount, caused him in later life to become a fervent Christian

  

anarchist and anarcho-pacifist. His ideas on nonviolent resistance, expressed in such works as
The Kingdom of God Is Within You, were to have a profound impact on such pivotal
twentieth-century figures as Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. Many consider
Tolstoy to have been one of the world's greatest novelists.Tolstoy was born in Yasnaya
Polyana, the family estate in the Tula region of Russia. The Tolstoys were a well-known family
of old Russian nobility. He was the fourth of five children of Count Nikolai Ilyich Tolstoy, a
veteran of the Patriotic War of 1812, and Countess Mariya Tolstaya (Volkonskaya). Tolstoy's
parents died when he was young, so he and his siblings were brought up by relatives. In 1844,
he began studying law and oriental languages at Kazan University. His teachers described him
as "both unable and unwilling to learn."In 1851, after running up heavy gambling debts, he went
with his older brother to the Caucasus and joined the army. It was about this time that he started
writing.

  

His conversion from a dissolute and privileged society author to the non-violent and spiritual
anarchist of his latter days was brought about by his experience in the army as well as two trips
around Europe in 1857 and 1860–61. During his 1857 visit, Tolstoy witnessed a public
execution in Paris, a traumatic experience that would mark the rest of his life. Writing in a letter
to his friend Vasily Botkin: "The truth is that the State is a conspiracy designed not only to
exploit, but above all to corrupt its citizens ... Henceforth, I shall never serve any government
anywhere."
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