
William Roger Clemens

LtoR Randy Kelley, Clemens and Josh Kelley taken at the Newport Dunes Golf Club, Port
Aransas, Tx. on August 5, 2010. Randy & Josh, Son in Law & Grandson of Gazette Publisher
Wilson Crabtree, were playing behind Clemens and after the round asked for a picture and the
"Rocket" said "sure, for two Longhorn fans".  

William Roger Clemens, nicknamed "Rocket" (born August 4, 1962) is a right-handed Major
League Baseball pitcher who is currently inactive. Clemens has won the most Cy Young
Awards with 7. He played for 13 consecutive seasons for the Boston Red Sox, more than half of
his career. In 1997, he signed with the Toronto Blue Jays. In each of his two seasons with the
Blue Jays Clemens won the pitching triple crown (leading the league in wins, ERA, and
strikeouts) and a Cy Young Award.
Clemens was traded to the New York Yankees for the 1999 season, where he had his first
World Series success. In 2003, he reached his 300th win and 4,000th strikeout in the same
game. Clemens is one of only four pitchers to have more than 4,000 strikeouts in their career
(the others are pitchers Nolan Ryan, Randy Johnson, and Steve Carlton). Clemens played three
seasons with the Houston Astros, where he won his seventh Cy Young Award. He rejoined the
New York Yankees during the 2007 season.
He began his college career pitching for San Jacinto College North in 1981, where he was 9-2.
The New York Mets selected Clemens in the 12th round of the 1981 draft, but he did not sign.
He then attended the University of Texas, compiling a 25-7 record in two All-American seasons,
and was on the mound when the Longhorns won the 1983 College World Series. He became
the first player to have his baseball uniform number retired at The University of Texas,.#3, In
2004, the Rotary Smith Award, given to America's best college baseball player, was changed to
the Roger Clemens Award, honoring the best pitcher.
New York Yankees (1999-2003)
Clemens was traded to the New York Yankees before the 1999 season for David Wells, Homer
Bush, and Graeme Lloyd. In 1999 and 2000, he won World Series titles with the Yankees. Since
his longtime uniform number #21 was in use by teammate Paul O'Neill, Clemens initially wore
#12, before switching mid-season to #22.
Clemens made an immediate impact on the Yankees' staff, anchoring the top of the rotation as
the team went on to win a pair of World Series titles in 1999 and 2000. During the 1999 regular
season, Clemens posted a 14-10 record with a 4.60 ERA. He logged a pair of wins in the
postseason, where he pitched 7.2 innings of 1-run baseball during the Yankees' game 4
clincher over the Atlanta Braves. Clemens followed up 1999 with a strong 2000 season, in
which he finished with a 13-8 record with a 3.70 ERA for the regular season. During the 2000
MLB postseason, he helped the Yankees win their third championship in as many years. In the
ALCS that year he pitched a shut out against the Seattle Mariners in the ALCS and also pitched
8 scoreless innings against the New York Mets in the World Series. [1]. Clemens set the ALCS
record for strikeouts in a game when he fanned 15 batters in a one-hit shutout of the Mariners in
Game 4 of the ALCS. A seventh inning lead-off double by Seattle's Al Martin was all that
prevented Clemens from throwing just the second no-hitter in postseason history (Yankee Don
Larsen threw a perfect game against the Brooklyn Dodgers in Game 5 of the 1956 World
Series).
Clemens' best year with the Yankees came in 2001, when he became the first pitcher in MLB
history to start a season 20-1. He finished at 20-3 and won his sixth Cy Young Award. Clemens
started for the Yankees in Game 7 of the 2001 World Series against the Arizona
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Diamondbacks, where he dueled Curt Schilling to a standstill after 6 innings, yielding only one
run. The Diamondbacks went on to win the game in the 9th.
Early in 2003, Clemens announced his retirement, effective at the end of that season. On June
13, 2003, pitching against the St. Louis Cardinals in Yankee Stadium, Clemens recorded his
300th career win and 4,000th career strikeout, the only player in history to record both
milestones in the same game. The 300th win came on his fourth try; the Yankee bullpen had
blown his chance of a win in his previous two attempts. He became the 21st pitcher ever to
record 300 wins and the third ever to record 4,000 strikeouts, joining Nolan Ryan (5,714) and
Steve Carlton (4,136). Randy Johnson has since also joined the 4,000 strikeout club. His career
record upon reaching the milestones was 300-155; his record at the end of the season was
310-160 with 4,099 strikeouts. Clemens finished the season with a 17-9 record and a 3.91 ERA.
The end of Clemens' 2003 season became a series of public farewells met with appreciative
cheering. His last games in each AL park were given extra attention, particularly his final regular
season appearance in Fenway Park, when despite wearing the uniform of the hated arch rival,
he was afforded a standing ovation by Red Sox fans as he left the field. (This spectacle was
repeated when the Yankees ended up playing the Red Sox in that year's ALCS and Clemens
got a second "final start" in his original stadium.) As part of a tradition of manager Joe Torre's,
Clemens was chosen to manage the Yankees' last game of the regular season. Clemens made
one start in the World Series against the Florida Marlins; when he left trailing 3-1 after seven
innings, the Marlins left their dugout to give him a standing ovation.
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