
ROMO-Which picture shows the real Tony?

Early years
Romo was born in San Diego, California, while his father was serving in the United States Navy.
His family returned to its home in Burlington, Wisconsin where Romo's athletic ability was
evident even at an early age when he was selected for the Little League All-Star team.
Romo started as quarterback for the Burlington Demons beginning as a junior (1996 season).
During his junior season, he led the Demons to a SLC Conference record of 7-2 and the
WIAA[3] playoffs. In the 1996 playoffs, Romo and the Demons defeated Greenfield[4] 17-6
before trouncing Badger[5] 41-16. Romo came within one game of the state championship
game but fell short in a last-minute 16-15 loss to Cudahy. After the 1996 season, he received
Honorable Mention in the Wisconsin Football Coaches Association All-State Team.
Before his senior year of high school, BHS was realigned into the new SEC Conference along
with the larger Racine and Kenosha metro schools. In the 1997 season, Romo and the Demons
finished with a 3-6 record, though he earned several honors, including the All-Racine County
football team, Wisconsin Football Coaches Association All-State first team honors, as well as
honors by the Racine Journal Times[7] 1997 Player of the Year.
Romo was a multi-sport athlete during high school, and in addition to being a member of the
football team, he also was a starter on the BHS varsity basketball team; he also played golf and
tennis.
One of Romo's early career highlights was in 2004, when (as the third string QB) he rushed for
the winning touchdown with six seconds left in an exhibition contest against the Oakland
Raiders. Elevated to the Cowboys' #2 quarterback in 2005, Romo had strong showings in the
2005 and 2006 pre-seasons. In the 2006 off-season, Sean Payton (now head coach of the New
Orleans Saints), offered a third round draft pick for Romo, but Jerry Jones refused, asking for no
less than a second round draft pick. Romo eventually took over the starting quarterback role
from Drew Bledsoe during half time against the New York Giants on October 23, 2006.
2008 Season
On September 7, 2008, Romo led the Cowboys to a 28-10 win over the Cleveland Browns in
their season opener. Romo completed 24 of his 32 passes for a total of 320 yards and one
touchdown. After the game, Romo required 13 stitches for a large gash on his chin that
occurred during the 3rd quarter when linebacker Willie McGinest hit Romo in the chin with his
helmet.[15]
On September 15, 2008, Romo led the Dallas Cowboys to a 41-37 win against the Philadelphia
Eagles in the second game of the 2008 season. Romo completed 21 of his 30 passes for a total
of 312 yards and three touchdowns.[16] The 54 combined points scored by the Cowboys and
Eagles in the first half were the second most scored in a half during a Monday Night Football
game.[17]
Romo and the Cowboys would win their third straight before losing to the Washington Redskins,
falling to 3-1. Following a win against the Cincinnati Bengals, Romo was injured in a loss to the
Arizona Cardinals. The Cowboys, under Brad Johnson, went 1-2 the next three games, falling to
the St. Louis Rams, beating the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and losing to the New York Giants.
In what became a de facto third playoff game for Romo shortly prior to its start, on December
28, 2008, Romo and the Cowboys failed to compete against the Philadelphia Eagles in a 44-6
loss.[18] Romo committed three turnovers in the game and went 21/39 for 183 yards and no
touchdowns.[19] The loss dropped Romo's combined record in December to 5-8 and again
raised questions concerning Romo's performance in games of consequence.[20]
2009 season
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Romo led the Cowboys to a 34-21 win over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in their season opener.
Romo completed 16 of his 27 passes for a then-career high 353 yards along with three
touchdowns.[21]
Romo and the Cowboys were defeated in week 2 against the New York Giants in the Cowboys
home opener at their new Cowboys stadium. Romo completed 13 of 29 passes for 127 yards
and one touchdown. He also threw three interceptions, one of which was returned for a
touchdown for the Giants. The loss led the media as well as other former Cowboys including
hall of famer Tony Dorsett further criticizing Romo and his performances in big games.
Romo was quoted as saying "We came out stale" against a Denver Bronco team that
thoroughly shut down his teams passing and running attacks. But he was successful in
completing a 53 yard pass to Sam Hurd at the end of the second half but failed on the following
three plays to get the ball in the endzone which would have taken the game into overtime. He
was quoted as saying, "we need to get better."
In a December road game against the division rival New York Giants, Romo passed for a career
high 392 yards, along with three touchdown passes in a losing effort.
After several kicks were missed by kicker Nick Folk due to bad holds by punter Mat McBriar,
Romo resumed holding duties for the first time since the 2006 in their 13th game of the season,
versus the San Diego Chargers.
In week 15, Romo led the Cowboys to a win against an undefeated team late in the season for
the second time in his career. In 2006, he won against the 10-0 Colts, and on 19 December
2009, he defeated the 13-0 Saints at New Orleans, throwing for 312 yards, one touchdown and
no interceptions.
Romo finished the 2009 season as the first quarterback in team history to take every snap for a
full season. He also passed his own mark for single season passing yardage, with 4,483 yards,
and became the first Cowboys quarterback to throw 20+ touchdowns and less than ten
interceptions in a season. His eight 300 yard games was also a team record, surpassing his
own record from 2007. His 1.6% interception percentage tied a team record, and his career
interception percentage is now the lowest in franchise history.[22]
The Dallas Cowboys became the NFC East division champions with their season finale shutout
of the Philadelphia Eagles, the second division title in Romo's three full seasons as the starting
quarterback.
Romo had a 104.9 passer rating in a 34-14 defeat of the Philadelphia Eagles in the first round of
the playoffs, earning the first play-off win in 13 years for the Dallas Cowboys, and his own first
career post-season win.
However the following week in the NFC divisional rounds against the number two seed
Minnesota Vikings, Romo had three fumbles (losing two), an interception and was sacked six
times in the 34-3 loss.
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